
Of a  h a £ !  a  hom eless mac d ie? i t s  a f f a i r s ,  i t  seeks GO d iv e r t  the  in e v i ta b le  c r i t i c i s m  by tro =  
v ^ ^ n g  a c r i s i s o Then* m iracu lously*  p u m ic  o p in io n  i s  supposed co 
come to  the  su p p o rt o r  th e  government,, ”In  t h i s  tim e o f d ir s  en o r 
gency# wa ..o rgo t o u r p e t ty  p o l i t i c a l  d if fe re n c e s  and u n ite  behind  
ou r re a d e r  t o O oO ® b u t w h y sp in  o u t the  r e s t  of t h i s  t i r e d  p iirese?

On tne  evening  oS O ctober 22B P re s id e n t John Po Kennedy " 
announced & Um £.o b lockade o f Cube® The use o f th e  word ” quaran~ 
t i n e ” r a th e r  th a n  "b lockade” means nothingo In  e f f e c t t  th e  U nited  
State s has s e is e d  th e  r ig h t  to  e x e rc is e  c o n tro l  over the impoi’tg  
o f  a n o th e r country-?

With th i s  ac t*  th e  U nited  S ta te s  abandons the  h igh  m oral 
p o s i t io n  from which i t  condemned th e  1956 S o v ie t in v a s io n  j f  Hun- 
g a ry o I t  has now become an a c c e p tsd  p r in c ip le  o f in te r n a t io n a l  
diplomacy* ac ted  upcn by b o th  m ajor w orld  powers* th a t  no a n a il  
n a t io n  has th e  r i g h t  to  e s t a b l i s h  a p o l i t ic a ls c o n o m ic  system  
a n ta g o n is t ic  to  th a t  o f any nearby  g re a t  power„ As ’’nearby” be= 
comes a term, d e sc r ib in g  g r e a te r  and g r e a te r  d istances*, we are  
b rough t th a t  much n e a re r  to  th e  EndoThe P re s id e n t was s tim u la te d  to  announce the  blockade by the  
r e p o r t  t h a t  atom ic m is s i le  b ases  have been c o n s tru c te d  In  Cabao But f o r  s e v e ra l  y ea rs  th e  U nited  S ta te s  has had atom ic m is s i le  
bases in  Tilrkey8 a d ja c e n t to  th e  S o v ie t Untcno O ther c o u n tr ie s  
b o rd e rin g  on th® USSR end in  m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e  w ith  th e  U nited  
S ta te s  a re  Norway and I r a n o I f  th s  S o v ie t Union were to  announce 
n blockade o f American arms shipm ents to  any o f th e se  c o u n tr ie s  
what fu r io u s  o u tc r ie s  th e re  would be in  Washington* what f i e r y  p le a s  
to  break  th e  blockaded Have we so l i t t l e  confidence in  th® su p e rio r  
i t y  o f our system  t h a t  we cannot a f fo rd  to  have nearby  n a tio n s  l i  
m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e  w ith  th e  USSR* w h ile  th e  USSE lias net ta k e n  t h i s  
d r a s t i c  s te p  a g a in s t  nearby n a t io n s  a l l i e d  w ith  th e  U nited  S ta te s ?  
I s  t h i s  a co n fess io n  th a t  America can succeed on ly  by fo rc e  o f  arms* 
sin ce  i t ?  - t a c t i c s  in  th e  co m p etitio n  o f  id e o lo g ie s  have been 

abandoned?
More im m ediately* what can th e  average c i t iz e n ^  aware o f the  

h o rro rs  o f n u c le a r  w ars  do abou t drawing th e  government back from 
th e  r e c k le s s  brinkm anship  o f  the  Cuban blockade? In  1957s th® 
Elsenhower a d m in is t ra t io n  proposed  "u n le a sh in g ” th e  Chinese N ation^ 
a l l s t s  in  th® Taiwan S t r a i t s o The r i s k s  o f t h i s  s ta n d  aroused  such 
a sto rm  o f  p r o te s t  in  l e t t e r s  to  th e  White House th a t  th e se  p ie r s  
were abandoned fo r  a c o n tin u a t io n  o f th e  uneasy q u ie sc e n t 
s t a tu s  quo A nother such storm  o f  p r o te s t  can end uhe Cuban bl«cK- 
a d e ,



Tor a blockade an a c t  o f w ar, and has been t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
5© re g a rd e d  th roughou t th e  h is to ry  o f n av a l warfare© As an a c t  
o f  war. I t  w i l l  provoke o th e r  a c ts  o f war on the p a r t  of Cuba 
and i t s  a l l i e d ,  and ao on u n t i l  the  Enda

One of the th in g s  th a t  i s  supposed to  make th e  American ays* 
torn o f  government s u p e r io r  to  the S o v ie t system  i s  th e  r i g h t  o f 
f r e e  choice in  e lec tio n s©  This c r i s i s  i s  a t e s t  o f  th a t  a l le g e d  
su p e rio rity ©  Where does th e  v o te r  go n e x t week to  p r o te s t  a c ts  
o f  h is  government which © v ertly  le a d  to  war? Have we a f re e  
choice I f  th e re  i s  no way o f r e g i s t e r in g  o p p o s it io n  to  such an 
im portan t and p o r te n te o u s  d e c is io n ?

In  most s t a t e s  the only a l t e r n a t iv e  i s  between Democrats who 
d o c i le ly  support the  b lo ck ad e , and R epublicans who want Cuba 
se rv e d  fo r  b re a k fa s t  tomorrow morning© Be ace can d id a te s  are  run* 
n ing  on ly  in  a few d i s t r i c t s © o ©mainly In  la rg e  c i t i e s ,  who know 
who w i l l  be th e  f i r s t  to  d ie  i f  war comes© In  New York, th e re  
i s  one t i c k e t  on th e  b a l l o t  which opposes th e  b lockade© I t  Is  
th e  S o c ia l i s t  Workers P a r ty  * a  bunch o f  t i r e d  s e c ta r ia n s  who a re  
s t i l l  f ig h t in g  th e  Is su e s  which anim ated th e  L e ft JO y ea rs  ago, 
and who haven’t  had a f r e s h  id ea  s in c e  the  P rophet T ro tsk y  was 
b ra in e d  w ith  an ax in  2.9^0, b u t who a t  l e a s t  a re  n o t a f r a id  to  
p r o te s t  th e  P re s id e n t’s r e c k le s s  brinkmanship© The SWP t i c k e t ,  
tm Line D o f  th e  v o tin g  m achines, i s  a

Governor * R ichard  Garza A t t ’y~Ge n e r a l  * Leroy McRae
Lt© Governor « S y lv ia  W einstein C o n tro lle r  * A llen  T ap lin  
S enato r = C arl F e ingo ld

C o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th ia  t i c k e t  Is  recommended to  every New Y orker0 N eedless to  sa y , i t  i s  the  c i t i a s  th a t  a re  most ® ncernad  
th a t  th i s  b lockade does n o t e s c a la te  in to  a war© Peace demon=> 
s t r a t l o n s  p r o te s t in g  th e  blockade have tak en  p la c e  in  New York 
end C hicago, and w i l l  co n tin u e  to  ta k e  p la c e © No amount o f  re® 
t a l l a t o r y  power can a l t e r  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  cl t i e s  w i l l  go in  th e  
f i r s t  i n s t a n t  o f  a w arGI f  th e  c i t i e s  d ie ,  more th an  th e i r  p o p u la tio n s  w i l l  d ie  w ith  
them© I t  i s  th e  g re a t  c i t i e s  o f  th e  world which a re  th e  reposI® 
to r l e s  o f f iv e  thousand y ea rs  o f  human h i s to r y ,  th e  c e n te rs  of 
sc ie n c e , c u l tu r e ,  in d u s try , and t r a d e o I t  I s  a ls o  th e  c i t i e s  
which have n u r tu re d  th e  grow th o f m utual u n d ers ta n d in g , to la r *  
a t w  and accep tance among people  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r a c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  
and r e l ig io u s  backgrounds© I f  the c i t i e s  d ie ,  th e  r e s t  o f  man* 
k in d  w i l l  be thrown back in to  b a rb arism  « w i l l  be n o th in g  b u t a 
p e a s a n try , t i e d  to  th e  s o i l  o f  t h e i r  b i r t h ,  ru le d  over by e q u a lly  
narrow  w ar-lords©  l a  hum anity w il l in g  to  pay th i s  p r ic e  fo r  
changing th e  government o f  one West In d ian  Is la n d ?

There a re  no p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, o r  s o c ia l  is s u e s  in  the  Cuban 
blockade w hich a re  eq u a l in  im portance to  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  avo id in g  
war© Humanity fa c e s  no ta s k  so  im portan t a s  p re v e n tin g  war© N© 
id eo lo g y  can j u s t i f y  th e  use of war as a t h r e a t  to  g a in  I t s  aims©

Of co u rse , th e re  have been o th e r  c r i s e s  which have n o t brought 
abou t the End© Prom B e rlin  to  Laos, c r i s i s  has succeeded c ris is©  
Each tim e th e  two powers claim ed t h a t  t h e i r  v i t a l  n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s  
were in v o lv ed , and t h a t  r e t r e a t  could  n o t be considered© Each time 
n u c le a r  war was avoided© though sometimes a t  a f r i g h t f u l  c o s t in  
l iv e s  aa the  c o n f l i c t s  were “lo c a l iz e d 11© Perhaps the p re s e n t b lock* 
ade w i l l  be re so lv e d  th e  same way, w ith  a f re e z in g  o f the s t a tu s  
au© whereby Cuba keeps th e  arms i t  has a lre a d y  im ported  ou . canno more. K  C o n s id e ra tio n s  of " n a tio n a l  honor" keep 
seen o f  f l e s h  and b lood from re c o i l in g  h o rro r  * P P



©f nuclear war.
And then t  next c r is is  w ill corns* Again these ssm® con® 

siderations w ill animate a l l  p a rtie so How often w ill thia happen? 
How often w ill ’‘national honor16 be Invoked? Can we be sure that 
these risk s  w ill not be taken too often? Or are the stakes ju st 
going to be raised u n til wg come to ths End?

# #  a

I t  has been most In teresting  to  watch the reactions to the 
Cuban blockade Among the students a t  Brooklyn College, All la s t  
week there was an unusually high, absence ra te  «= X can’t  re ally- 
say tha t I  blam  them* I  near such remarks as ”Ar© we going to 
study tra je c to rie s  today?” and ”3ee you tomorrow i f  there is one*” 
An a ttitu d e  of f u t i l i ty  affec ts  some of tha% although th is  may 
be as meh due to  the fa c t that the average* grade on the f ir s t ;  Physics 1 
departmental quia was about ?>>

O #
Since making the els ctjon recommendations in  POINTING VECTOR 

#11, I  have come across further Information about some of the 
candidates# and therefore wake the following changes in re cement 
Rations for members of the Eous^of Representatives2

Maryland# 
New Ybrkfi New York,

At Larger Inn Sickles, D 
15* P an e ls  Dorn, E 
17? Martin O orkis, D=L 

4» « ♦>
^Accept, 0 God,” said Abraham, 
”Ky son instead of ram or jamb0 ”At Thy command I ’ve trough

my knife
"To sacrifice  young Is a a c s

life©
God smiledo "®Tis well# good 

Abraham^
’’But th is  time I. w ill take the ri

«• 0

In many a k indlier ora si;nee. 
This ta le  lias made boys" 

fathers wlncaoeov
Yet vrhen the G«3d of War feels gory. 
Even today, do fa thers fa lte r?
No « lik e  old Abraham in the story 
They lay th e ir  sons upon the altar*
” ® Clarence Day

And now a word to my fellow liberals*  What have we got to 
complain about? Didn’t  we a l l  vote fo r th is  in I960?

’ KING LOG IS GOME « LONG Ll/E KING STORKS 
# > a

Of Gourseg we could le t  juat M ississippi fig h t Cuba© If  Cuba 
wins, Xie get r id  of a dictators hip which lias damaged the US Ln its; 
foreign re la tions fa r mere than Cuba has aver done* I f  M ississippi 
wins «> w ell, na tu ra lly , they wouldn’t  tru s t Negroes with guns, ao 
they !il l  ju s t send a white army to Cuba, and the Negroes w ill take 
over a t home, And i f  they dercroy each o ther? the US w ill be r id  
of both troublesome southern d ic ta to rsh ips, I ’m even w illing to 
throw in South Carolina into the bargain, 

< « n
And# speaking of trusting  man with guns, i f  the Cuban -people 

are so anti^Castro, what are these 6£0p 000 militiamen doing, or 
not doing# with the guns they keep with them a l l  ths time?

» * a
I f  Khrushchov had a asr-.se of humor (a quality lacking in most 

national leaders these days)■ he could ju s t repeat Kennedy’s Octo= 
ber 22 speech, substitu ting  t*Tiirkeyn fo r f’Cubar- throughout., Jules 
Neiffer has expounded on th is  theme in his cartoon of la s t  week br 
see the New Repv.bllc^ Village Voicj^ or New York Post©
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