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THE TIME HAS COME TO SAY P\J(::) !“

Whenever the leadership of a nation has mad . - .
of ita affalrs, it seeks to divert the inevit;gg; ir?§§2}§£?b§“°§§?
voking a orisis, Then, wiraculously, pullic epinion is Eupposeﬁ o
coms to the support of the govermment, "In this time of dirs emem..
gency, wo forget our petty politiecal differencos and unite bohind
our leader too.." = but why spin out the rest of this tired piarese?

On the evoning of October 22, President John F, Rennedy
announced & Ua &, bleockade of Cuba, The use of the word ¥juaran-
tine" rather then "blockade™ means noshing. In effect, the Uanltzd
State 8 has selzed the right to sxerclse control over the imports
of another country,

With this ac%, the United States abandons the high mo:ral
position from which it condemned the 1956 Soviet invasion of Hun-
gary. It kas now become an acceptsed principle of international
dipiomacy; acted upon by both major world powera, that no small
nation has the right to establish a political-economic sysiem
antagonistic to that of any neurby great power. A= "nearby® bes
comas a term describing greater and greater distances, wWe are
brought that much nearer to the End,

The President wac stimnlated to announce the blockads by the
report that atomlc missile bases have been constructed in Cubec
But for several yoars the United Statss has had atomic misslle
bazes in Tirkey, adjacent to the Soviet Union, Other counuries
bordering on the USSR end in military alliance with the Unitced
States avre Norway and Iran., If the Soviet Union were to airiounce
n bloeckade of American avms shioments to any of these counitries
what furious outcries there would be in Washington, what fiary pleas
%0 breoamk the blockadsf Have we =zo little confidence in the supecliores
%ty of our system that we cannot afford to have nearby nations_tg
nilltary elliance with the USSR, while the USSR has not taksn this
drastic step against nearby nations allied with the United States®
Is this a confession that America can succeed only by force of arms,
since 4&% tactics in the competition of ideologies have been

aBandoned?

More Ilimsdiately, what can the average citizen, aware of ths
horrors of nuclear war, do about drawing the government back from
the recklesss dbrinkmanship of the Cuban blockads2? In 1957, the
Eisenhower administration proposed "unleashing®” the Chinese Nation=
allsts in the Talwan Straits. The risks of this stand aroused such
& storm of protest in letters to the White House that these Elars
were sbandoned for a continuation of the uneasy bgb gulescent o
status aquo. Ancther auch storm of protest can ond the Cuban bloel-

edeo




For a blockade L%'an act of war, and has been traditionally
s regarded throughout the history of naval warfare. As an act
of war, it will provoke other ects of war on the part of Cuba

and its allies, and so on until the Bnd,

One of the things that 1is supposed to make the American sys=
tem of government superior to the Soviet system is the right of
free choice In elections, This crilsis is a test of that slleged
superiority., VWhere doces the voter go next week to protest acts
of his government which avertly lead to war? Have we a free
cholce 1f there 18 no way of reglstering opposition to such an
important and portenteous decision?

In most states the only alternative is between Democrats who
doclilely support the blcckade, and Republicans who want Cuba
garved for breakfast tomorrow morning, Peace candidates are run=
ning only in a few districts.oomsinly in large citlies, who know
wiao will be the first to die 1f war comes, In New York, there
is one ticket on the besllot which opposes the blockade, It is
the Sociallst Workers Party = & bunch of tired sectarians who ere
£till Tighting the 1ssues whioch animated the Ieft 30 years agog
and who havent't had a fresh idsa since the Prophet Trotsky was
brained with an ax in 1940, but who at least are not afraid teo
protest the President's reckless brinkmanship, Ths 3WP ticket,
en Line D of the voting machines, 1s:

Governor = Richard Garza Att'y-General ~ Lercy McRae
Lt, Governor = 8ylvia Weinstein Controller = Allen Taplin
Senator = Carl Feingold

Consideration of this ticket is recommandsd t¢ every Few Yorker,

Needless to say, it is the citiss that are most o ncermed
that this blockade doos not escalate inte a war. Peace demone
ssrations protesting the blockade have taken place in New York
end Chicago, and will continue to take place. No amount of re-
tallatory power can alter the fact that the citles will go in the
first instant of a ware

If the cltles die, more than their populations will die with
tiuem, It is the great cities ©f the world which are the reposi=
tories of five thousand years of human history, the centers of
gcience, culture, industry, and trade, It 1s also the cities
whlch have nurtured the growth of mutual understanding, toler-
ane# and acoceptance among people ef different racial, cultural,
and religious backgrounds. If the cities die, the rest of man-
kind will be thi'own back into barbarism - will be nothing but a
peasantry, tled to the soil of their birth, ruled over by equally
PArroW war-iords. Is humanity willing to pay this price for
changing the government of ona West Indlan Island?

There are no political, sconomic, or aocial issues in the Cuban
bleckads which are equal in importance to the question of avoiding
Wwar. Humanity faces no task so important as preventing war, No
fdeology can justify the use of war as a threat to galn its aimso

Of course, there have been other crises which have not brought
about the End, From Berlin to Laos, crisis has succeeded ecrisis,
Buch time ths two powers claimed that their vital national intereats
were involved, and that retreat could not be considered, Each tims
nuclear war was avoided., though sometimss at a frightful cost in
1ives as the conflicts ware "localized", Perhaps the present block=
ade will be resolved the same way, with a freezing of the Etatus
au® vhereby Cuba keeps the arme 1t has'already importad buukcan
fmport no more, No considerations of "nationel honor ' can X6o
zon of flesh and bloed from recoiling in horreor a¥ il s
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2 of nuclear war,
And then the nsxt orisis will come, Again these same cone
~ Siderations willl anlmate all parties, FEow often will this Lappen?
Eow often will "national honor" »e invoked? Can we be sure that
those risks will not be teken U¢o often? Or are the stakes just
golng to be reaised until w8 comas to the End?
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It has beei most Interesting to watch the reactions to the
Cuban blockade among the studantz at Brooklyn College, All last
weak there was an unusually hlgh absence rate = I can't reaily
say that I blams them. I hear such remarks as “Are we golng to
study trajectories todey?" and "3se you tomorrcw if there iz one,”
An attitude of futility afi'scts some of them, although this nay
be as mach due %o the fact that the averagd grads on the firs% Phursics 1

el

departmental quiz was about 550
% o

Since making the ek ciion recommendations in PCINTING VECTOR
#11, I have coms across furthsr Information about some of thre
candidetas, and therefore malta the followlng changes in reccrmens
dations fopr members cof the EHpus:of Representativasg:

Maryland, At Lapges Lon Slckleszy D
New York, 1i5% Francla Dorng; R
New York, 173 Martin Oworkis, D=L

8 & &
"Ascept, ¢ God,” sald Abre'em, In meny a kindlier orua since,
"My sorn instead of ram or lambg This tale iias mrde boys!
"At Thy conmand I%ve brough:!: fethers wWintsooeo:
my ¥nife Yot vhen tie God of War feels gory,
"o sacrifice young Isaacis Even today, do fathers fulter?
1ife, ™ No ~ 1lke 5ld Abraham in the sltooy
God smiled, "iTis well, good They lay thelr sons umon the sltur,
Abraham§
"But this time I will take the ram," = Clarence Imy
# &

And now a word to my fellow liberals, What havs wWe got to
complain about? Didn®t we 21l vote for this in 19607%

KING 1L0G IS GONE - LONG LIVE KING STORKS

R

0 course, we could iet Juit Misslssippl fight Cuba. I Cubs
wing, woe get rid of a dictetor:iip walch has damaged the US in Its
forsign relations far more than (uba has ever dons, If Missisgippi
wing = wall, maturally, they wouldn®t trust Negroes with guns, sc
they®1l just send a white army %o Guba, and the Negroes will tale
over at home, And 1f they desiruy each other, the US wlll be rid
of both troublesome svuthern dictatorships, I'm even willing to
throw in South Cabolina intc the bargaln.

¢ & %

And, spesking of trusting msn with guns, 1f the Cuban people
are so snti-Castro, what are thcue 650,000 militiamen doing. or
not doing, with the gune they keep with them all the time?

I

I Khrushchov had a serse of humor (a quality lacking in most
national lesders these days) he could just repeat Kennadyts Octo-
ber 22 spsech, substituting "Mirkey" for "Caba® throughout. Jales
Peiffrer has expounded on this theme in his cartoon ol last week o
see the New Republis, Village Voice, or Hew York Post,
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"When armiss begin to move and glags wave and slogans pop up
wateh out 1ittle guy because it?s somebody elsets chesnuts in the
fire not yours, It’s words you’re fighting for and youfre not
making an hones% deal your life for something better, You'rs
being noble and after youfre killed the thing you traded your 1ifs
for wontt do you any good and chances are it won't do anybody else
sny good elther,

"Maybe that's a bad way to think, There are lots of ideallsts
around who will say have we got so low that nothing is more precious
then 11fe? Surely there are ideals worth fighting for even dying
for, If not then we are worse than the beasts of the fleld and
have sunk into barbarity. Then you say that's all right let's be
barbarous just so long as we don't have war, You keep your ideals
{ust as long as they don't st me my life. And they say but sure-

v 11fe isn’t as important as principle, Then you say o no? May-
be not yours but mine is, What the hell is principle? Name 1% and
you can have it.

Wgou can always hear the people who are willing to sacrifice
somebody eise’s 1ife. They're plenty loud and they telk all the
time, You can find them in churches and schools and newspapers and
jepislatures and congresses, That's their business, They sound
wonderful. Death before dishonor, This ground sanctifled by bloods
These mon whe died so gloriously, They shall not have died 1in vailo
Our noblle deadc

" & do the dead say?"
wrolN0 WO 4 - Dalton Trumbe

Joanny Cot Eis Gun




